
Section 11. Run-off Plebiscite. If one political status does not receive 

the majority votes cast in the above plebiscite, a run-off plebiscite 

between the two (2) political status options receiving the highest number 

of votes shall be held within sixty (60) days from the date thereof. 

Section 12. General Powers of the Commission. The Commission 

shall have and may exercise the following general powers in carrying out 

the activities of the Commission : 

(a) To acquire, in any lawfbl manner, any property real and 

personal, mixed, tangible or intangible, to hold, maintain, use and 

operate the same; and to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of the same, 

whenever any of the foregoing transactions are deemed necessary or 

appropriate to the conduct of the activities authorized by this Chapter, 

and on such terms as may be prescribed by the Commission. 

(b) To enter and perform such contracts, cooperative agreements 

or other transactions with any person, fm, association, corporation or 

any agency and instrumentality of the government of Guam or the United 

States or any country, state, territory or the United Nations, or any 

subdivision thereof, as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to the 

conduct of the actiGities authorized-oatlps Chapter and on such terms as 

may be prescribed by the Commission. 

(c) To execute all instruments necessary or appropriate in any of 

its function. 

(d) To appoint, without regard to the provisions of the Personnel 

and Compensation Laws, such officers, agents, attorneys, consultants and 

employees as may be necessary for the conduct of business of the 

Commission; delegate them such powers and to prescribe for them such 

duties as may be deemed appropriate by the Commission; to fix and pay 

such compensation to them for their services as the Commission may 

determine, without regard to the provisions of the Personnel and 



Compensation Laws. In the appointment of officials and the selection of 

employees, agents and consultants for the Commission, no political test 

or qualification shall be permitted or given consideration but all such 

appointments shall be given and made on the basis of merit and 

knowledge. The Commission shall give due consideration to residents of 

Guam in the selection of its officials, attorneys, agents, consultants and 

employees. 

(e) To accept gifts or donations of services or of property, real, 

personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, in aid of any of the activities 

authorized by this Chapter. 

(f) To adopt rules and regulations governing operations of the 

Commission and to take such other operations of the Commission and to 

take such other action as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the 

powers and duties herein, specified or hereafter granted to or imposed 

upon it. 

Section 13. Commission on Self-Determination. Nothing in this Act 

shall preclude the activities of the Commission on Self-Determination. 

Section 14. ~ e ~ o s i t o r ~  for Commission Documents. The Guam 

Public Library shall be the depository of all public records and materials 

pertaining to political status of the territory of Guam. The Commission 

and Office shall transfer all of its official public documents upon 

completion of its work. 



Twenty-Third Guam Legislature 
Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs 

. . omguttee Re~or t  on B ~ l l  No. 765 

"AN ACT TO CREATE THE COMMISSION ON 
DECOLONIZATION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 

AND EXERCISE OF CHAMORRO SELF- 
DETERMINATION." 

Prepared by the Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs 

Senator Hope A. Cristobal, Chairperson 

Senator Angel L.G. Santos, Vice Chairman 

Senator Tom Ada Senator Judith Won-Pat Borja 
Senator Mark Charfauros Senator Lou Leon Guerrero 
Senator Vicente Pangelinan Senator Francis Santos 
Senator Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson Senator Anthony Blaz 
Senator Mark Forbes Senator Carlotta Leon Guerrero 

Publicly Heard: 
November 20,1996; 9:00 AM 

Public Hearing Room, Temporary Legislature Building 
155 Hesler Street 

Agana, Guam 



I. Introduction 

The Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs of the Twenty-Third Guam 
Legislature conducted a public hearing on Bill No. 765 on November 20, 1996, at 3:30 
p.m. in the Legislature's Public Hearing Room of the Temporary Legislature Building, 
155 Hesler Street, Agana, Guam. 

The committee member(s) in attendance is as follows: 

s Members Present 

Senator Hope A. Cristobal Chairperson 

ers Absent 

Senator Tom Ada Senator Angel L.G. Santos 
Senator Judith Won-Pat Borja Senator Mark Charfauros 
Senator Lou Leon Guerrero Senator Vicente Pangelinan 
Senator Francis Santos Senator Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson 
Senator Anthony Blaz Senator Mark Forbes 
Senator Carlotta Leon Guerrero 

Senator Hope Cristobal made a brief statement before testimonies were 
heard. She noted that the Governor in his speech to the recent UOG Public 
Administration Conference that if nothing happens to the Commonwealth Act by 
April of 1997, Guam should consider an alternative route. The current process we 
are seeking is not a decolonization process. While Bill 765 does not repeal or 
replace the Commission on Self-Determination, it will pave way for the process of 
decolonization to begin since time is of the essence or we as a people will be 
struggling in the future. She stated that we can not seem to advance our rights and 
ourselves. She adds that it is sad to say that the Commission on Self- 
Determination has not met to charter a true course for Chamorro self- 
determination. Pursuing the quest for Chamorro self-determination must occur on 
Guam through Bill 765 for presentation to the United Nations. 



11. Written and Oral Testimony and Input on Bill No. 765 

Persons testifying before the Committee: 

Mr. Vicente Garrido, Chamorro 
Mr. Ed Benavente, Leader of the Nasion Chamoru; Educator 
Mr. David Munoz, Chamorro 
Mr. William Hernandez, Member, OPI(R) 
Mrs. Amanda Santos, Chamorro 
Mr. Angel C. Santos, Chamono 
Mrs. Anita M. San Nicolas, Chamorro 
Mr. Enrique Cruz, Chamorro 

Written testimony to the Chair of the Committee was received and entered as part of the 
public proceedings from: 

Ms. Cecilia C.T. Perez - Chamoru 

A. Oral Testimony 

Several testimonies were presented during the public hearing on 
Bill No. 765, held on November 20, 1996. All committee members were not 
present during the public hearing of Bill 765. 

Ben Garrido, heir and landowner, testified j38 favor of Bill 765. He stated 
believes that real freedom is Chamorro self-determination and that if we do not 
have this freedom, the Chamorro people are doomed. He also stated that the 
Organic Act is a colonial document imposed on the Chamorro people to " make it 
look like we are governing ourselves". He added that the Chamorro people do not 
have independence and Liberation Day on July 21 is recolonization day for the 
Chamorro people. 

David Munoz, heir and landowner, testified ip. favog of Bill 765. He 
testified that when he wakes up in the morning he feels like a Chamorro but the 
federal government has taken away his God given rights. Federal control of our 
Chamorro lives should change that we, the Chamorro people should take control 
of our lives. We can do this by celebrating Charnorro week the whole years and 
stop the one week celebration. He feels that outsiders have control of our 
livelihood and we must get our of this situation. He said that he sheds tears each 
time Guam is treated as a colony. He said that we must find leaders to help 
Chamorros achieve their dreams and desires. The federal government should not 
be deciding our future. The Chamorro people should take the opportunity to 
enrich ourselves and develop the mechanism for the process. He felt that Bill 765 



was that mechanism. Unity is important for the Chamorros to attain their goals as 
a people or it will get more and more difficult. 

Ed Benavente of Mangilao, representing the Chamorro Nation in an 
emotional statement testified in favor of Bill 765. He said we need to fight for our 
Chamorro rights, identity and dignity; tantamount even if it means losing our 
livelihood. He stated that we should stop being complacent to colonialism. He 
supports Bill 765's immediate implementation, now. He noted that the media does 
not support Chamorro self-determination and even some Charnorro leaders. He 
said, "May God bless and give them the seed of a peoplehood. Those who are 
blind should open their eyes and see that we are colonized." He pointed out that in 
the 400 years of colonial rule, the leadership of the church has been silent. He 
said, "The Church a duty and obligation to blow the trumpet that colonialism is 
evil since colonialism destroys culture, language and people!" "Anything taken 
away from the Chamorro people is tantamount to ethnocide. He closed by stating 
that Bill 765 might be our last resort battle. 

William L. Hernandez, a Pilipino and a member of the Organization of People 
for Indigenous Rights testified in support of Bill 765. He stated that Bill 765 corrects the 
mistake that was made by the Government of Guam in allowing non-Chamorros to vote 
in the last plebiscite in 1982. That plebiscite allowed everyone to vote on Chamorro self- 
determination which is contrary to the UN Charter. He also added that the lack of public 
education on Charnorro self-determination is the cause. He states that the longer we wait 
in the exercise of the Charnorro self-determination, justice is denied. He hopes that the 
23rd Guam Legislature passes the bill to correct the injustice. 

B. Writen Testimony: 

Mr. Angel Cruz Santos, Mrs. Amanda L.G. Santos, Ms. Anita M. San 
Nicolas, Mr. Enrique R. Cruz, as landownersiheirs, submitted written testimony. 
They all felt that Bill No. 765 provides a timely redress to a long injustice 
suffered by the people. They encourage the Legislature to immediately pass this 
bill. 

Ms. Cecilia C.T. Perez, a Chamoru from Mangilao submitted a faxed 
written testimony in support of Bill 765. She stated that she believes in Chamoru 
self-determination as embodied in the United Nations Charter. She added that," 
this principle for I ManNamoru, I ManChamoru to define, to determine our 
political status which can not continue to be ignored or underwriten." It shapes 
and ensures the vitality of The People, the First People of Guam, I Taotao Tano. 
Whatever the political outcome, it must be a decision of the People of the Land." 



111. Committee Findings 

The Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs finds that the following concerns 
justify the passage of Bill 765. They are: 

1) The exercise of Chamorro self-determination should begin as soon as 
possible. 
2) That the current Organic Act is a colonial document. 
3) That Liberation Day is considered a recolonization of the Chamorro 
people. 
4) Unity of the Chamorro people is vital in the implementation and 
exercise of Chamorro self-determination. 
5) The Chamorro people must stop the complacency to American 
Colonialism on Guam. 

. 6)The Church has a duty and obligation to help rid Guam of colonialism 
because colonialism is evil and takes away Chamorro peoplehood. 
7) Bill 765 provides a timely redress to a long injustice suffered by the 
Chamorro people. 

IV. Committee Recommendations 

The Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs has completed its review and 
deliberation on Bill No. 765, "AN ACT TO CREATE A COMMISSION ON 
DECOLONIZATION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND EXERCISE OF 
CHAMORRO SELF-DETERMINATION and does hereby recommend "TO DO 
PASS" this Bill. The Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs also cites the 
following three resolutions unanimously approved by the 23rd Guam Legislature 
which relates to the decolonization of Guam: 

Resolution No. 466 

Relative to commending the work of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Decolonization; to requesting the 
member nations of the United Nations continue to support 
the important mandate and work of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Decolonization; to stating the people 
of Guam's objections to the duplicitous efforts by the 
United states to attack the right of self-determination for the 
Chamorro people through its efforts to destroy the Special 
Committee on Decolonization; and to state the people of 



Guam's continuing support of the Special Committee on 
Decolonization. 

Resolution No. 464 (LS) 
Relative to requesting the United Nations continue its 
monitoring of the situation of the non-self-governing 
Territory of Guam; to requesting that the United Nations 
support the efforts of the people of Guam relative to the 
Guam Commonwealth Act, as drafted by the people of 
Guam; to requesting and sending of another United Nations 
Visiting Mission to Guam; to requesting that the United 
Nations continue to support the right of the Chamorro 
people to self-determination; and to request that Guam not 
be removed from the United Nations list of non-self- 
governing territories, pending the exercise of self- 
determination by the Chamorro people. 

Resolution No. 514 (LS) 
Relative to the United Nations acknowledging Guam as a 
"non-self-governing territory" and the United States of 
America as its administering power and celebrating 
October 24, 1996 as United Nations Day. 



Relative to commending the work of the United Na* Spedal Committee on 
. . 

Decolonlzation: to requesting that !he member nations of the United Nations 
continue to supprl  the important mandate and work of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Decolanization; to stating the people of Guam's 
abjections to the dupEiritWs efforts by the Udted States to attack the right of self- 
dqtennination for h e  Charnorno people though ih efforts to destrv the S w a l  
Committee on Decolonization; and to state the people of Guam's continuing 
support of the Special Cornmi* on Decolonizatlm. 

BE lT RESOtVED BY ?He W S Z A T U R E  OF THE T€MUTORY OF GUAM: 

WHEREAS. the continuing existence  of'^ URitcd Na~ons Spteial Commimt oa k d d u l t i o n  k 
critical in h a t  its txistence insures that the pabplts of the m i n i n g  non-self-governing temtwia shalt 
continue 10 have lhcu rights monitored. to include k i r  right to exercise self-dtwmjnation. by the wwld 
community, pursuant to Asticle 73 of the URiM Nations Chanm. and 

WHEREAS.  the Uniled Slates and cenain ufhcr administering Patvcs, with thc Soppwt and 
assistance of their allies, are inapppriakly  attempzing Lo hinder and subvm the deeolonization ptoetss for 
Ihc remaining non-serf-govcming territories by way or rhcir duplicitous e f l a  to destroy f i e  Special 
Comminct on Decolanization irself: now, Lhcrcforc. k it 

RESOLVED, that the Twcnty-Third G u m  Lrgislllttut dots hcreby on behalf of the pwple of Guam 
call upon the member natlclns af the Unircd Nations re endme and support the miasion of the Specid 
Committee on Decoloniza6on. until such rime as its mandatt to eradicate colonialism has been fulfilled. as 
evidenced by a bindinp vote in  an exercise of self-dctcrmination in the remaining non-wll-governing 
zrrritorirs; and be I I  further 

RESOLVED, that  the Twenty-Third h a a i  Ixgistature d a u  haeby d w q u i v d y  state its desire 
that thc Unired Nations Spacial Cornmime rmt bt d j s m t l a d  and rcmved fmm the list o l  U n i d  Nations 
c m i m s ,  prior to the dccolonizauon of the refmining nm-d-gweming twrirories: and be it funher 

RESOLVED. that thc Twenty-Third G u m  Lce~slaturc calls upon h e  United Slaws and other 
dminisrenng Fowcrs to cease heir duplicitous effflns in subvert the d~otonizatim prmm by way of their 

IPESOLVED, lhat the Speaker certify to the LgiaMve Secretary a t m t  tk doptim hefaof and 
that copies af same be ttreresfler transmitted to the Chahan,  United Nations Special Commitfee on 
Decolonization: to IJW Chairman. Sptcial Political and Dtcolonization Commincc Fourth Commiua); to the 
Pmsident oh the United Nations Gentrl AssembIy; 10 h e  Seclelary General of rhe Unikd Nations; to the 



.. 

C. Leon Guerrero A. R Unpin co 
L. Leon Guemm J. Won ~ a t - k a  

Relative to the United Nations achowledging Guam as a "non-self-governing 
lerri~ory" and the United States of America as its administering power and celebrating 
October 24, 1996 as United Nations Day. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM: 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED ON THE 9TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 1 



M. C. Chadalmn A R Unpln#o 
J. Won Pal-Moqa 

. . 

-Live Lo nrquestlng Ulet Iht Unlicd Nattmra cmthue it8 rnrmitorlfig or lht sttuatlon 
of the rmn-sdr-governing Tzrrlbry or Guam: ta rcqucattng tha~ lhc  United NaUcms 
suppm Okt t!Tom of the pcoplc 01 Guam m l a h  lo the Guam C a m m m d l h  Act. Rs 
d d ~ e d  hy bye p p l e  of Guam: ta tcquesthg We sending of another UnHtd NaLlons 
Vtscung Mlssron Po Guam: la rqucsting that the UntLllcd Natlom continue to support 
the  right 01 the Charnorro people Lo seli-detminn'lton: and ta request that Guam not 
be removed lmm Lhe Untled NaUans list of non-self-grmcmlng Lerrllorlts. pmdirlg. Lhc 
tficrclse of d d e t m n a t l o n  by the C h o r m  people. 

~ K T ~ t V t D B Y m ~ ~ O F T B E ~ t O F O U ~  

watREn8. h e  m p l t  of Guam. upm, Ulelt own Inlttattvc. drdted the Duaa C m n m o d t h  A d .  
md subsequently. thmu~h dmoagtir pmnsscs appmPtd It la 1988: and 

W E E R L G .  the Guam Cornmomvcdth Act ls the pmplc ol Cuarn's pmpwsl fm M lnterlm f c d d -  

ills a ~ r " : ? ~ t e  *El ?!IL!?C~ ClRlPeCl >!ellon= vlr;lffn~miu4nn hr swt lo C~lnrn: :ind 
WRERE&. the UnIttd SLstcs Is jnappropflately murnptCSMtinR the drdi  Guam CommarnREdth 

& an act of s&-dtlcrmlnatlon. wblch II Is not; md 
WHEREAS. Lhe United States conlinues to ir~~ppr~p?atcly lobby and plmurt ihc m m h m  or the 

UllJtM NaUons tn removt Guam from the Untttd Nauosu U s t  oI non-wU-gwcminR tafitodca, mot to the 
lmtlmate urercrse of sell-detemlnation by the Chamom p~optr and 

Guam Urrough dtmocrallc p r o m s n  in 1987: and be Lt furtha 
RESOLVED, that the Wcnty-nltrd Guam tcg\ataturc irdta the URftcd Hations Spcdd Commtttec 

on Dcrolonht(otr to send anoLher vlaltlnp, rnlsslon to Guam In thc lmmcdlate luiurt: and be IL l h w  
RESOLVED. that the Twenty-Thlrd Guam kgislature caUa upon Ihe  Unltcd Nations to canUnut ta 

the President of the United Nnuons General Assembly: Eo U?e Secrrtary Genend of the UnILed Nations: to 
the Ur-dtcd States Mtsslon to the Unlted NaUons: to Guam's Washln~ton Dtlqatc: and to the Govtmor of 

D V L T A R D ~ ~ Y d D O P T t D Q N ' I m E  lmEiMToFJaT, 1 
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NASION CHAMORU 
P.O. BOX 1609 

AGANA, GUAM 96932 
Ph: 734-8018 

November 19, 1996 

Senator Hope A. Cristobal (D) 
Chairperson, Committee on Federal 
and Foreign Affairs 
Suite 20 1 Quan Bldg . 
326 West Soledad Ave. 
Agana, Guam 96910 

Hafa Adai Madam Chair: 

First of all Chamoru Nation opposes the signing of Executive Order 96-19 which 
gives the authority to GEDA to formulate a Land Use Plan for Excess Federal 
Lands identified under the 1994 Guam Land Use Plan (GLUP 94). It is our 
position that all lands be returned back to original land owners as a result of the 
land takings by the Federal Government. 

In our analyses of all the proposed legislation heard before your committee, we 
have found that relative to bills 707, 7 14, 750 and 765, that such bills provides a 
timely redress to a long injustice suffered by our people. The Chamoru Nation 
wholeheartedly and vehemently supports the immediate passage of such bills into 
law. We hope to encourage each member of your committee and the entire 
legislative body to support all the bills enumerated above. Thank you for your 
time. 

Dangkolo na si Yu'os Ma'ase' 

Buen Salut, Biba Taotao Tano', Biba Guahan 

Nasion Chamoru, Maga'lahi 





COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL & FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Senator Hope A. Cristobal, Chair - 

BILL 765- An act to create a comission on decolonization for the implementation and exercise 
of Chamorro self-determination. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1996 
9:00 AM 
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A 
nty-Third Guam Legislature 

Committee on Federal and 
Foreign Affairs 

SENATOR HOPE A. CRISTOBAL 
Chairperson 

9:00am, Wednesday, November 20, 1996 
155 Hesler Street, Agana 

1. Confirmation hearing on the 
appointment of 

Colonel Benny Paulino 
to the position of Adjutant General, 

Guam National Guard. 

2. Reuse Plan for 

GLUP '94 Properties 
All original landowners and the 
homeless are invited to present 

testimonies. 

3. BlLL 707-(H.A.Cristoba1) 
An act to require the Department of Revenue 
and Taxation to conduct an audit of property 
tax payrngnts for the past twenty years to 

identify and publish a listing of people and 
amounts to be refunded. Repeals the statute o 
limitations so property owners will be able to 

collect the monies owed to them. 

4. BlLL 714-(A.Santos) 
An act to develop a land use policy and plan: 
for certain parcels of excess federal propertie 

identified in the 1994 Guam Land Use 
Plan(GLUP). 

5. BILL 750-(H.Cristobal) 
An act to compensate landownen whose land 
have been taken by the Government of Gum 
and its agencies without due process and just 

compensation since 1945. Addresses propert: 
taxes on government easements. 

6. BlLL 765-(H.A.Cristoba1) 
An act to create a commission on 

decolmization for the implementation an 
exersice of C h a m o ~ o  self-determination 

All Interested parties s l~ould  attend. 
For more information contact the 

Offict of Senator Hope Alvarez Cristobal at 



CHAMORRO REGISTRY & DECOLONIZATION BILLS 

We as individuals as a group, and as citizens of this Territory hereby, appeal and petition 
all of the leaders of this Territory to pass into law Bill 673, the Chamorro Registry Bill 
and Bill 765 etablishing a Committee on Decolonization. 

SIGNATURF, AIIDRESS PHONE NUMBER 

, ."$,?,i ';J ,.A'/<,, .. t , 

t . '  

I \ .  



ADDRESS 



CHAMORRO REGISTRY & DECOLONIZATION BILLS 

ro We as individuals as a gurup, and as citizens of this Territory hereby, appeal and petition 
all of the leaders of this Territory to pass into law Bill 673, the Chamorro Registry Bill 
and Bill 765 etablishing a Committee on Decolonization. 

No, SllGNATURE A.E.mws PHONE NUMBER 





TWENTY-THIRD GUAM LEGISLAT , 

1996 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Bill No. 7 6 6  (1 5 ) 
Introduced by: 

AN ACT TO CREATE THE COMMISSION ON 
DECOLONIZATION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND 
EXERCISE OF CHAMORRO SELF-DETERMINATION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF 

GUAM: 

Section 1. Statement of Legislative Findings and Purpose. The 

Legislature recognizes that all the people of the territory of Guam have 

democratically expressed their collective will and have recognized and 

approved the inalienable right of the Chamorro people to self- 

determination. This includes the right to ultimately decide the future 

political status of the territory of Guam as expressed in Section 102(a) of 

the Guam Commonwealth draft Act as approved by the people of Guam 

in a plebiscite held September 1988. Consistent with this intent, the 

people of Guam have petitioned the United States Congress to also 

recognize this inalienable right on behalf of the American people. 

Noting that it has been almost 9 years since the people of Guam have 

transmitted the Guam Commonwealth draft Act to the federal 

government and that Section 102(a) has been significantly changed to 

warrant rejection of this section of the document, the Legislature in the 

interest of the will of the people of Guam, desirous to end colonial 

discrimination and address long-standing injustice of a people, does 



hereby, establish the Commission on Decolonization for the 

Implementation and Exercise of Chamorro Self-Determination. 

Section 2. Definitions. 

(a) Self-determination. Freedom of a people to determine the 

way in which they shall be governed and whether or not they shall be 

self-governed. 

(b) Chamorro people of Guam. All inhabitants of Guam in 

1898 and their descendants who have taken no affirmative steps to 

preserve or acquire foreign nationality. 

Section 3. Legal and Moral Basis. The following documents provide 

and support the moral and legal basis for Charnorro Self-Determination: 

the 1898 Treaty of Peace between the United States and Spain; Chapter 

XI of the United Nations Charter; United States yearly reports to the 

United Nations on the Non Self-Governing Territory of Guam; 1950 

Organic Act of Guam; UN Resolution 1 54 1 (XV); UN Resolution 1 5 14 

(XV); Section 307(a) of the United States Immigration and Nationality 

Act; Part I, Article 1, Paragraph 1 and 3 of the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights. 

Section 4. Creation and Membership of Commission. There is 

established a Commission on Decolonization for the Implementation and 

Exercise of Chamorro Self-Determination for the people of Guam which 

shall be composed of (10) members including the Chairperson. The 

Governor shall serve as the Chairperson of the Commission. Three (3) 

members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Governor, of 

which two (2) shall be members of Chamorro rights organizations; three 

(3) members of the Legislature: of which one (1) shall be a member of 

and be selected by the Legislature's minority; one (1) member to be the 



Chairperson of the Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs; and one 

(1) to be appointed by the Speaker, who may appoint self; and one (1) 

member of the Mayors Council shall be appointed by the Mayors 

Council; one (1) member to represent the judiciary to be appointed by the 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Guam, who may appoint self; and 

one (1) member to represent the youth of Guam to be appointed by the 

Speaker of the Youth Congress from among the qualified members of the 

Congress, who may appoint self. The Commission shall choose a vice- 

chairperson from among the members of the Commission. No person 

shall be eligible to serve as a member of the Commission unless he or 

she shall be a citizen of the United States qualified to vote on Guam. 

Members (except for the Chairperson) shall serve throughout the life of 

the Commission and shall elect among themselves a Vice-Chairperson 

who shall serve as Chairperson in the absence of the Governor. 

Vacancies in the membership shall be filled in the same manner as the 

original appointment. 

Section 5. Function. The general purpose of the Commission is to 

ascertain the desire of the Chamorro people of Guam as to their political 

relationship with the United States. Once the desire of the Chamorro 

people of Guam is ascertained, the Commission shall transmit that desire 

to the President and Congress of the United States and the Secretary 

General of the United Nations. 

Section 6. Creation of Task Forces. The Commission shall create 

three (3) Task Forces. Each task force shall be composed of seven (7) 

members, appointed by the Commission, who are advocates for the 

status for which they are appointed. The three task forces are: (1) 

Independence Task Force; (2) Free Association Task Force; and (3) 

Statehood Task Force. 



Section 7. Function of Task Forces. The three task forces shall draw 

upon the resources of the Commission, and no later than four (4) months 

from the date of their appointment, after conducting an extensive study, 

including input fiom the general public, each task force shall present a 

position paper to the Commission on their respective political status 

option for Guam. 

Section 8. Office and Employees of the Commission. Considering 

that the majority of the activities of the Commission on Self- 

Determination have been fulfilled, the ofice and employees of the 

Commission on Self-Determination shall also serve as the office and 

employees of the Commission on Decolonization. 

Section 9. Public Information Program. The Commission, in 

conjunction with the Commission's task forces shall conduct an 

extensive public education program throughout the island based on the 

position papers submitted by each task force. 

Section 10. Plebiscite Date and Voting Ballot. At every Primary 

election hereafter, until such time as a final status for the territory of 

Guam is determined by the Chamorro people, the Guam Election 

Commission, or any successors to it, shall also conduct a political status 

plebiscite at which the following question shall be asked of the 

Chamorro people: 

"In recognition of your right to self-determination, which of the 

following political status options do you favor?" (Mark ONLY ONE): 

1. Independence ( ) 

2. Free Association ( )  

3. Statehood ( 1 



Section 11. Run-off Plebiscite. If one political status does not receive 

the majority votes cast in the above plebiscite, a run-off plebiscite 

between the two (2) political status options receiving the highest number 

of votes shall be held within sixty (60) days from the date thereof. 

Section 12. General Powers of the Commission. The Commission 

shall have and may exercise the following general powers in carrying out 

the activities of the Commission : 

(a) To acquire, in any lawful manner, any property real and 

personal, mixed, tangible or intangible, to hold, maintain, use and 

operate the same; and to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of the same, 

whenever any of the foregoing transactions are deemed necessary or 

appropriate to the conduct of the activities authorized by this Chapter, 

and on such terms as may be prescribed by the Commission. 

(b) To enter and perform such contracts, cooperative agreements 

or other transactions with any person, firm, association, corporation or 

any agency and instrumentality of the government of Guam or the United 

States or any country, state, territory or the United Nations, or any 

subdivision thereof, as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to the 

conduct of the activities authorized on this Chapter and on such terms as 

may be prescribed by the Commission. 

(c) To execute all instruments necessary or appropriate in any of 

its function. 

(d) To appoint, without regard to the provisions of the Personnel 

and Compensation Laws, such officers, agents, attorneys, consultants and 

employees as may be necessary for the conduct of business of the 

Commission; delegate them such powers and to prescribe for them such 

duties as may be deemed appropriate by the Commission; to fix and pay 

such compensation to them for their services as the Commission may 

determine, without regard to the provisions of the Personnel and 



Compensation Laws. In the appointment of officials and the selection of 

employees, agents and consultants for the Commission, no political test 

or qualification shall be permitted or given consideration but all such 

appointments shall be given and made on the basis of merit and 

knowledge. The Commission shall give due consideration to residents of 

Guam in the selection of its officials, attorneys, agents, consultants and 

employees. 

(e) To accept gifts or donations of services or of property, real, 

personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, in aid of any of the activities 

authorized by this Chapter. 

(f) To adopt rules and regulations governing operations of the 

Commission and to take such other operations of the Commission and to 

take such other action as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the 

powers and duties herein, specified or hereafter granted to or imposed 

upon it. 

Section 13. Commission on Self-Determination. Nothing in this Act 

shall preclude the activities of the Commission on Self-Determination. 

Section 14. Repository for Commission Documents. The Guam 

Public Library shall be the depository of all public records and materials 

pertaining to political status of the territory of Guam. The Commission 

and Office shall transfer all of its official public documents upon 

completion of its work. 


